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In conversion stories, we like to emphasize the radical break that 

one experiences when they finally give their lives to Jesus. This might be 
a supernatural experience, a significant life event, or a prayerful 
moment of surrender. While there certainly is a radical break with our 
past whenever we decide to follow Jesus, we must be on guard against 
letting that be the end of our conversion stories. The next stage of 
conversion is even more important. It is reintegrating our newfound 
faith back into our ordinary lives. This is where the real work of 
ongoing conversion begins. 

 
In today’s Gospel, while it does say that Andrew, Peter, James, 

and John left everything immediately to follow Jesus, Jesus also affirms 
that there is continuity between their lives prior to his call and after his 
call. He does this by cleverly linking their profession as ‘fishermen’ with 
his desire for them to become ‘fishers of men.’ In other words, they 
must now reinterpret their profession in light of their faith in Jesus 
Christ. What imagery or lessons from being fishermen will help them as 
fishers of humans? 

 
St. Oscar Romero, the martyred archbishop of San Salvador, 

insisted on the need for Christians to reintegrate their faith back into 
their professions. In a homily broadcasted on the radio on November 
20, 1977, he said, “how beautiful will be the day when all the baptized 
understand that their work, their job, is a priestly work, that just as I 
celebrate Mass at this altar, so each carpenter celebrates mass at his 



workbench, and each metalworker, each professional, each doctor, the 
market woman at her stand is performing a priestly office! How many 
cabdrivers, I know, listen to this message there in their cabs; you are a 
priest at the wheel…” (The Violence of Love, 10-11) Archbishop Romero 
knew that the goal of Christianity is not for everyone to leave 
everything behind and work for the Church, but for each person to go 
back into their professions and make Christ present there. All the 
baptized have a priestly profession. For those who are not in the 
workforce or are retired, you could easily substitute this for your 
household duties, hobbies, or other interests. 

 
Coincidentally, today we also are in the middle of the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity, a week where we are invited to come to a 
deeper appreciation for the sacrament of baptism, where all of us, 
regardless of Christian denomination, we made priests, prophets, kings, 
and queens in Christ. If all the baptized were more mutually supportive 
of each other, perhaps we would have a greater chance of bringing our 
workplaces more in line with Gospel values. Instead, our divisions at 
Church reenforce our divisions at work and vice versa. 
 
 Ongoing conversion is about integrating our faith back into our 
professions. Do I understand Jesus’ call to follow him only in terms of 
ordained ministry, religious life, or officially working for the Church? 
How can I make Christ present in my workplace or ordinary life? Am I 
aware of my baptized co-workers? 
 
 As we continue with this mass, let us acknowledge the sharp 
decline in the number of people coming to Church. But let us not be 
too discouraged, for all of us have a great opportunity the rest of the 
week to bring our priestly professions back out into our workplaces. 


